
The Master of Science in Library Science Program at UNC at Chapel Hill 
School of Information and Library Science prepares students for professional employment in information and 
library service. The degree is designed to educate students for work involving the collection, organization, stor-
age, and retrieval of recorded knowledge for a variety of institutions (e.g., academic, public, school, special) and 
groups  (e.g., children, adults, disabled). Analysis and design skills are emphasized in the curriculum through 
an evidence-based approach to practice.

Students are prepared for careers in library service in areas such as library administration, archives and 
manuscript collection administration, records management, documents librarianship, cataloging, public and 
reference services, acquisitions and collection management, children’s librarianship, access and manipulation 
of database information, special collections and subject areas. 

Graduates are ready to practice within various settings: academic, public or special libraries, information centers 
or school library media centers. Salaries for librarians are increasing, job descriptions are changing, and the 
demand continues to increase for people with skills to handle information in many settings.

 
Curriculum  
The curriculum of the Master of Science in Library Science is designed around five functional areas: 
organization, collection and retrieval, information-related behavior, design and evaluation, and management. 
Elective courses build upon the required courses in each of these areas. The remainder of graduate course 
work will draw from the school’s course offerings, and as appropriate, from related subject fields. Students are 
encouraged to develop a program of studies that will support their future career interests. 

Degree Requirements
Master of Science in Library Science candidates fulfill the following requirements: 

48 semester hours of graduate-level course work •	
Satisfactory completion of a comprehensive examination•	
Satisfactory completion of a master’s paper or project•	

Academic Environment
Ranked #1 in the nation by U.S. News & World Report, the School of Information and Library Science at UNC-
Chapel Hill is at the forefront of today’s ever-changing information and library science landscape. The school 
is home to nearly 400 students pursuing bachelor’s degrees in information science, master’s degrees in library 
science and information science, certificates of advanced studies, and doctoral degrees in information and 
library science. Twenty seven faculty members are well known for their commitment to research and service, as 
well as their interaction with students.								      
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Application Requirements
The application deadline for fall admission is December 15 (for Graduate School merit based aid) and February 15 (for SILS 
merit based aid). The application process for fall closes May 1. For spring admission, October 15 is the deadline. Deadlines are 
earlier for international applicants (see www.gradschool.unc.edu). Those seeking financial assistance should apply as close to 
November as possible to receive consideration for the widest range of financial opportunities. Items needed for application are: 
 
1.	 UNC Graduate School application and $77 fee (see the online application admission information at: 

www.gradschool.unc.edu)
2.	 Official college transcripts, sent directly from each institution. Send one copy to the Graduate School and one to SILS.
3.	 GRE scores taken within the past five years, sent from Educational Testing Service (Request your scores be sent to the UNC 

Graduate School, ETS code R5816)
4.	 Three letters of reference
5.	 Brief essay expressing why the applicant is interested in information or library science as a career (500 words maximum)
6.	 Resume including work experience, special abilities and skills

Mail items 1-3 to:
The Graduate School
University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill
CB #4010
Bynum Hall
Chapel Hill, NC  27599-4010

Transfer of Credits 
Up to nine semester hours of graduate credit may be transferred upon approval by the dean. These graduate credits must have 
been earned within three years preceding enrollment in the SILS master’s degree program, and must not have been accepted or 
have been used to satisfy the requirements for another graduate degree. Any graduate courses taken prior to enrollment in SILS, 
including those taken through the University’s Continuing Studies program, become part of the nine-hour transfer limit.

Financial Assistance
Merit-based financial assistance (service and nonservice) is available from the Graduate School (University-wide competition) 
and from the School of Information and Library Science. SILS awards are initially of one-year duration; many of these are 
renewable for a second year, contingent upon academic and service performance. Students may take advantage of part-time 
internships offered within the University and by area corporations, information agencies, or libraries. Need-based awards (e.g., 
student loans) are handled by the University Office of Student Loans and Scholarships; applicants submitting the FAFSA form to 
UNC are considered for these awards. To qualify for North Carolina residency, applicants must submit a residency statement to 
the Graduate School  (forms available at www.gradschool.unc.edu).

For International Students
For applicants whose native language is not English, a minimum (paper-based) TOEFL score of 625 or (computer-based) 
TOEFL score of 263. TOEFL scores must be submitted to the Graduate School. International applicants also need to supply SILS 
with a financial statement (available at www.gradschool.unc.edu).

More information  
Additional information is available on the Web at http://sils.unc.edu or you may call 919-962-8366 or send e-mail to info@
ils.unc.edu. Prospective students may make appointments with faculty and staff members to discuss admission requirements, 
program schedules and curriculum content. Students who visit the campus are welcome to visit classes. The school office 
arranges appointments within its 8 a.m. to 5 p.m. Monday through Friday office hours. 

Mail items 2, 4-6 to:
School of Information and Library Science
University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill
Attn: Graduate Admissions
100 Manning Hall CB# 3360
Chapel Hill, NC  27599-3360


