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The Doctoral Program at the University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill’s School of Information and Library Science (SILS) provides
an environment that enables creative and energetic students to become innovative thinkers and leaders. Through coordination of student
and faculty interests and activities, the program offers, in a variety of settings, opportunities for research and development, teaching, consulting, and leadership.
Research leaders in information and library science need to be able to identify research problems that are significant for our future as an
information society, carry out rigorous studies and draw valid conclusions from them, and communicate those findings to stakeholders who
can act on them. The SILS doctoral program provides intensive, but highly flexible and customizable, preparation for research leaders pursuing careers in academia and research centers.

We Seek Students Who:
•
•
•
•
•

Aim to be information leaders in the twenty-first century.
Are attracted to information and library science as a field that incorporates diverse theoretical perspectives and a wide range
of research methods;
Possess the discipline and will to be independent investigators and the vision and communication skills to be influential
leaders in the field;
Are committed to a life of research and scholarly inquiry addressing critical questions; and
Enjoy intellectual challenges and demonstrate analytical and critical thinking;

Doctoral students have the opportunity to teach in SILS’ other programs. When they complete their dissertations, graduates of the doctoral
program have taken positions as tenure-track faculty in information schools, research scientists in corporate and government labs, or chief
information officers in a myriad of organizations and businesses. For examples of our outstanding alumni and the positions they hold, visit
sils.unc.edu/people/alumni-profiles.

Application Requirements
To obtain application information please visit: sils.unc.edu/programs/graduate/phd, call 919-962-7601 or send e-mail to info@ils.
unc.edu.
Please note: Financial aid typically is available to qualified students who are accepted in the Ph.D. Program.
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